Part of COVID-19 crisis will be how we tell the story 


Mitch Albom 
Columnist 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY 
NETWORK 


I went to the hospital Friday. No. Not for 
that. My appointment had been made months 
earlier. The doctor offered to do it digitally, giv- 
en the COVID-19 situation, but I prefer to be ex- 
amined in person, rather than contort in front 
of a computer camera. 

So I went to the hospital, University of 
Michigan Medical Center in Ann Arbor, which 
was not as busy as usual. Some folks wore 
masks. Some didn’t. Most simply went about 
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their business. 

Inthe exam room, my doctor greeted me and 
smiled. Then she said, “Listen, I want to ask 
you a favor.” 

I couldn’t imagine what I had to offer a doc- 
tor. A book? An appearance at a kid’s sports 
banquet? 

“Can you tell everyone to stay calm?” she re- 
quested. “To be kind to each other, and not 
panic?” 


She knew I wrote a column and had a radio 
program. She politely implored me to spread 
the message that we will get through this crisis, 
that there is no reason for hysteria, that the sit- 
uation is being portrayed — at least in certain 
media outlets — as far worse than its reality. 

“People in your position can make a differ- 
ence,” she said. 


See ALBOM, Page 7A 
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SPORTS, 1C 
Piston positive 
on virus test 


Christian Wood, who played 
against sick Utah player, is 
doing well, sources say. 
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Family stranded 
in America 


Auto executive fled virus in 
China with family, and now 
they can’t get home. 
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No visitors, 
plenty of worry 


Families are concerned as 
they are unable to see loved 
ones in nursing homes. 
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BATTLING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Hospitals may lack 
adequate bed space 


ya Ao 
FANA 


aoo 


If the nation sees a major spike in COVID-19 cases, there could be almost six seriously ill patients for every 


existing hospital bed, according to a new USA TODAY analysis. JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Spike in COVID-19 cases could cause a severe shortage 


Jayme Fraser and Matt Wynn USA TODAY 


Hospitals around the world have been inundated with peo- 
ple who are critically ill with COVID-19, the disease caused by 


the novel coronavirus. 


Dire predictions about what could happen in the U.S. as the 


Virus test 
drive-thrus 


pop up in 
Detroit area 


Hospitals trying to keep ER, 
sick patients from exposure 


Tresa Baldas 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Drive-thru coronavirus testing centers are 
popping up in Michigan as hospitals aim to 
keep those afflicted with the virus from enter- 
ing the ER and exposing other sick patients 
and medical staff to the infectious disease 
that has changed modern life as we know it. 

Schools and universities shut down. 
Sporting events canceled. Disney World 
closed. 

But the hospitals are open — and they’re 
taking some unique measures to keep every- 
one inside safe. 

Drive-thru and curbside testing sites sur- 
faced at hospitals over the weekend, includ- 
ing at Beaumont hospitals in Royal Oak, 
Dearborn, Farmington Hills and Troy. Hospi- 
tals are seeking to help those who fear they 
may have the virus, test them if they show 
signs of illness, and keep them out of hospi- 
tals where they could make matters worse. 

“Unless you're seriously ill, you shouldn't 
be ina hospital,” said Dr. James Larkin, direc- 
tor of emergency medicine at McLaren Ma- 
comb, which set up an outdoor coronavirus 
screening tent on Saturday in Mount Clem- 
ens. 

However, the drive-thru testing unit for 
COVID-19 is only for people who have shown 
some type of symptoms, Larkin stressed. 


See DRIVE-THRUS, Page 15A 
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virus continues to spread have led government leaders to take 
historic action — shutting down schools, churches, sporting 
events, graduations, and urging work-from-home options — 
with hopes they can “flatten the curve” and prevent a debil- 
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itating surge of patients flooding American hospitals. 
A new USA TODAY analysis suggests no state in America 


I Religious worship services being canceled, 7A 
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My Midwest Exteriors Owens Corning’s 

Blown-In PINK Fiberglass Insulation. 

This high-quality insulating product features... 

e Tremendous R-Value, preventing heat transfer and heat loss 

e Non-combustible, Non corrosive, Non deteriorating and Vermin-resistant 

e Won’t absorb moisture and doesn’t support mold growth 

e Can be installed up to 25 times faster than other forms of useful insulation 
© Won’t settle, it will maintain the same great energy saving level over time 
e Open attics only 
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Loans provided by GreenSky on approved credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms vary from 12 to 144 months. Interest waived if repaid in 12 months. Rates as low as 4.99% to 9.99% for fixed (non-interest 
free plans) and from 17.99-26.99% for interest plans or default on interest-free plans. Subject to change. Other restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer or previous job. Offer Expires 3/31/2020 
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We’re Family Owned, And We Act Like It! 


We offer Military Discounts 


